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Tennessee statute states that "every citizen should have reasonable access to health
care." Access to care can often be limited by insurance status, cost of care, and access
to facilities such as rural hospitals.
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*COVID-19 has been associated with statistically significant decreases in preventable hospitalizations, particularly respiratory-related
preventable hospitalizations such as asthma. Despite these seemingly positive decreases in preventable hospitalizations, the pandemic
impacted both patient decision making as well as hospital capacity and data should be interpreted with caution.
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Primary Care Health Professional Shortage Areas
In 2022, 92.6% of TN counties were considered Primary Care Health Professional
Shortage Areas.

Mental Health Professional Shortage Areas
In 2022, 96.8% of TN counties were considered Mental Health Professional Shortage
Areas.
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Dental Health Professional Shortage Areas
In 2022, 95.8% of TN counties were considered Dental Health Professional Shortage
Areas.
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